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Abstract

Keltoum Staali was one of the top name of the Algerian weekly Révolution Africaine during the 1980s.
Writing in the society section, she covered topics such as youth, education, labor mobilization and
broader social issues. Hired in the mid-1980s by the newspaper owned by the Front de libération
nationale (FLN) party, she spent three years working within a dynamic editorial team. Born in France in
1960, to a working-class immigrant family, Keltoum Staali returned to Algeria after completing her
university studies. In Algiers, she embarked on a career in journalism.

Focusing on Staali’s personal and professional trajectory, this paper aims to contribute to the under-
documented history of the media in post-independance Algeria, particularly the role of women
journalists in the context of socialist Algeria. It draws on interviews conducted with Keltoum Staali
since 2021, as well as her personal archives, published writings, and Algerian press archives from the
1980s.

Through her life and professionnal experience, this study offers a portrait of a little-known generation
of Algerian journalists raised in France who played a significant role in shaping the Algerian press.
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